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Salida Colorado 2009
On Saturday, November 28, we visited with 
Zebulon Montgomery and Alice Pike in 
Salida, as well as checking out the Big 
Bend Christmas site and the 3 new signs at 
the Colorado Historical Society ‘Christmas 
1806’ marker on US 285 . During the day 
we climbed to the top of Tenderfoot Hill 

where their "S" is adorned with a Christmas tree [lights] 
and a heart.

 
 Salida tree switches from a heart to an S.

Zebulon M. Pike in Mexico  by Hal Jackson 

[1st in a series]


 I will describe Pikeʼs journey from El Paso del Norte (Cd. Juarez, Mexico) to the present international boundary at 
the Rio Grande between Coahuila, Mexico, and Texas. 

 A word here on the political geography of Pikeʼs journey from St. Louis to Louisiana. The Spanish did not accept 
the U S claims made for the Louisiana Purchase. While the U S claimed territory to the headwaters of the Arkansas and 
Red rivers (finding these sources was a major part of Pikeʼs reasons for coming), the Spanish position was that Pike was 
trespassing almost from the instant he left St. Louis. The vast area traversed by Zebulon Pike was “disputed territory.”

 Now, when we begin with Pike at El Paso del Norte in the province of Nueva Vizcaya this was not a political 
boundary. Pike had entered Nueva Vizcaya when he crossed the Sangre de Cristo north of Santa Fe. There was no 
Mexico until 1821 so our divisions are arbitrary. Pike left El Paso del Norte on March 23, 1807 and stayed at the presidial 
town of San Elizario until the 25th.

 Pike and Melgares (Melgares was commander of the escort) traveled on the two hundred-

year-old Camino Real (Juan de Oñate had opened the Camino 
in 1598) toward Chihuahua. Their first stop was at the spring at 
Samalayuca (Pikeʼs “Ogo mall Ukap”) and then the presidio at 
Carrizal.

 It was at Carrizal that Pike learned of Burrʼs conspiracies 
in the U S. From Carrizal, Pike continued south on the Camino 
Real arriving at Chihuahua on the 2nd of April where he 
remained until the 28th.

 Commandant General Salcedo interrogated Pike at 
great length during his stay in Chihuahua. From this point on 
Pike was fully aware of the military importance given to his trip  
by the Spaniards. Salcedo needed to know if Pike was sent to 
reconnoiter for an American invasion.

 Pike and Melgares left Chihuahua on the 28th of April 
staying at several villages along the Camino Real before 
reaching the presidio town of Guajoquilla on May 2nd. 
Melgares passed his responsibility for Pike to another officer, 
Varela, at Guajoquilla (present name is Cd. Jimenez).

 From Guajoquilla, Pike and escort went south along the 
established route through another old presidio town Mapimí. 
Looking at a map of Pikeʼs route one notes the wide detour 
around the Bolsón de Mapimí an extremely arid region in 
southeast Chihuahua state and western Coahuila state. Even 

Our Purpose: To Establish federal designation of the Pike National Historic Trail A Charitable nonprofit 

http://zebulonpike.org/maps/newmexico/MexicoSanElizario.pdf
http://zebulonpike.org/maps/newmexico/MexicoSanElizario.pdf
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://zebulonpike.org/maps/newmexico/MexicoBolsondeMapimi.pdf
http://zebulonpike.org/maps/newmexico/MexicoBolsondeMapimi.pdf


                                                Pike National Historic Trail  Association  Newsletter 
            Dec. 2009 Page 2 

Zebulon M. Pike in Mexico continued today there are few settlements in this environmentally hostile area.

 Pikeʼs journal, now considerably abbreviated because of restrictions placed on his note taking by General 
Salcedo, is difficult to follow in this region. We find him at Parras on the 17th of May and Monclova on the 25th. They 
arrived at the presidio Rio Grande (today Guerrero, Coahuila) on June 1, 1807. At the Rio Grande he crossed the river, 
still in Coahuila, and heads toward San Antonio. The boundary between Coahuila and Tejas was just west of San Antonio.

Pike- D’Lisle- von Humboldt letter
I find the speculation in the Nov newsletter1 about Pike and von 
Humboldt interesting. There is no evidence that Pike saw a copy of 
the Humboldt map of 1804 until after his expedition (he probably 
was familiar with it when he prepared his reports for publication). 
That he may have been told about the map before the expedition is 
also speculation (there is no source of evidence). The map Pike 
most likely had access to, because it had been printed in numerous 
editions and was readily available, was that of Guillaume D'Lisle 
(original in 1703 with several later editions), which was well known 
and widely used. The configuration of the rivers shown by D'Lisle, 
showing the source of the Red River not far southwest from the 
source of the Arkansas, explains exactly what Pike was doing when 
he ended up on the Rio Grande (thinking it was the Red River). The 
fact that John H. Robinson headed west from their stockade to 
reach the Rio Grande and Santa Fe is strong evidence that Pike & 
Hamilton truly believed they were on the Red River (the D'Lisle 
map showed the source of the Rio Grande to the west of the Red 

River). It should be noted, too, that Gen. Wilkinson believed the source of the Red 
River to be where D'Lisle showed it, which explains his several warnings to Pike to 

watch carefully about getting into Spanish territory and watch 
out for Spanish troops, all of which makes since if one 
believed the source of the Red River was near Taos. The 
source of the Red River confused other explorers, especially 
Stephen H. Long, and I think it was George Sibley, during his 
survey of the Santa Fe Trail, who first reported that the Red 
River did not rise in the Rocky Mountains but on the Great 
Plains (1825-1827). The Humboldt map shows a similar 
configuration for the rivers as D'Lisle. Everything Pike did in 
the Southwest indicates that he either had the D'Lisle map or 
was familiar with it (and it was available to him while the 
Humboldt map was not). Pike scholars need to give more 
attention to the D'Lisle map.
Best regards,     Leo E. Oliva [Woodston KS]
1From Nov. ʼ09 Pike Newsletter- “Pike presumably had access 
to Humboldt’s map [right] of New Spain Note- Some accounts 
relate that von Humboldt loaned Jefferson his New Spain 
map. He in turn showed and loaned it to General Wilkinson, 
who, under the table, made a copy of it.”

Index of Pike Newsletter 2007-9 Vol.-No. Mo Yr 
Articles
Billingsley, James: † Wet Mtn. Valley CO- Pike Challenges II-6 J-Aug08 Vainley, Allan: † Louisiana Territory II-1 Jan08
Billingsley, Laura: † Laura Billingsley Imagines Pike’s Worse Days II-9 Nov08 Vainley, Allan: † Osage Villages- MO Where Pike visited II-7 Sept08
Billingsley, Laura: † First siting- Great Sand Dunes National Park [Colorado] III-3 Mar09 Vainley, Allan: † Pawnee- Two Flags II-4 Apr08
Headlee, Don: † PIKE'S SW EXP: OUTFITTED OR ILLFATED  Part 1 of 4 II-9 Nov08 Vainley, Allan: † Pike Declares American control and national honor [Pawnee in southern Nebraska]II-4 Apr08 
Headlee, Don: † PIKE'S SW EXP: OUTFITTED OR ILLFATED  Part 2 of 4 II-10 Dec08 Vainley, Allan: † Pike facts- Sackets Harbor NY II-5 May-J08
Headlee, Don: † PIKE'S SW EXP: OUTFITTED OR ILLFATED  Part 3 of 4 III-1 Jan09 Vainley, Allan: † Pike’s Trail to the Rockies- A historical, explorer perspectiveII-6 J-Aug08
Headlee, Don: † PIKE'S SW EXP: OUTFITTED OR ILLFATED  Part 4 of 4 III-2 Feb09 Vainley, Allan: † Santa Fe Trail Association Donates it’s Pike Bicentennial Site to PNHTAII-7 Sept08
Jackson, Donald: † Pike and his men II-5 MayJ08 Vainley, Allan: † Southbound to St Afee from Pike II-4 Apr08
Jackson, Hal: † Zebulon M. Pike in Mexico [1st in a series] III-10 Dec09 Vainley, Allan: † The Pawnee Challenges from Pike II-6 J-Aug08
Miller-Hisgen, Solan: † From Cochabamba Bolivia II-4 Apr08 Vainley, Allan: † The Small Blue Cloud  Memorial I-1 Nov07
Murphy, John: † Grape (Branch) Creek II-2 Feb08 Vainley, Allan: † The SW Pike Route revisited with map I-2 Dec07
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Murphy, John: † Here is how Pike and Co made it up Mt. Rosa. II-3 Mar08 Vainley, Allan: † Walking in their Footsteps- Visiting Pike sites [MO,KS,CO]II-5 MayJ08
Murphy, John: † Pike’s Hardest Day - Wet Mtn. Val.- Grape Creek II-4 Apr08 Vainley, Allan: † Who Named Pikes Peak? III-5 May-J09
Murphy, John: † Which Mountain Did Pike Climb? Part 1 of 6 III-1 Jan09 Vainley, Allan: † You're a Grand Old Flag  Part 1 of 2 III-4 Apr09
Murphy, John: † Which Mountain Did Pike Climb? Part 2 of 6 III-2 Feb09 Vainley, Allan: † You're a Grand Old Flag  Part 2 of 2 III-5 May-J09
Murphy, John: † Which Mountain Did Pike Climb? Part 3 of 6 III-3 Mar09 Pictures
Murphy, John: † Which Mountain Did Pike Climb? Part 4 of 6 III-4 Apr09 ø American Flags [5] III-4 Apr09
Murphy, John: † Which Mountain Did Pike Climb? Part 5 of 6 III-5 May-J09 ø Billingsley, Jim and Laura II-6 J-Aug08
Murphy, John: † Which Mountain Did Pike Climb? Part 6 of 6 III-6 J-Aug09 ø Billingsley, Laura II-9 Nov08
Oliva, Leo: † Expedition Resumed- October 7-18, 1806 Pawnee Village NE to Great Bend KSII-4 Apr08 ø Big Horn Lodge and Royal Gorge [3] III-3 Mar09
Oliva, Leo: † Pike- D’Lisle- von Humboldt letter III-10 Dec09 ø Bloomer, Amelia III-7 Sept09
Philipps, Dave: † Pawnee war party surrounds our hero [Pueblo CO] II-7 Sept08 ø Board Members in Big Horn Lodge [Royal Gorge] III-5 May-J09
Philipps, Dave: † It's a long way to the top Monday November 27, 2006 II-10 Dec08 ø Cheyenne Bottoms KS II-2 Feb08
Philipps, Dave: † Officer Pike  2006 [THE GAZETTE- Colorado Springs] III-6 J-Aug09 ø Great Sand Dunes National Park II-5 MayJ08
Philipps, Dave: † N.Y. town digs Pike, too May 12, 2006 [THE GAZETTE] III-6 J-Aug09 ø Headlee , Don II-9 Nov08
Pike, Monty: † Pike’s sword II-3 Mar08 ø Holmes, Julia Archibald III-7 Sept09
Pike, Monty: † Trained Observer & Jefferson’s letter II-8 Oct08 ø Jefferson’s letter [President] II-8 Oct08
Pike, Monty: † Pike and his father II-9 Nov08 ø Mt. Rosa from Old Stage Rd w/ snow [2] II-3 Mar08
Pike, Roy: † Pike’s Character - Dr. Aunt J{eane}t II-9 Nov08 ø Mt. Rosa from Old Stage Rd III-4 Apr09
Pike, Zebulon M: † The principal Osage- Indian Name, French Name, English Name and PositionII-8 Oct08 ø Murphy, John II-2 Feb08
PNHTA:    †  Top 10 Items Pike Would Purchase at Walmart III-1 Jan09 ø Murphy, John & another @ Mt. Rosa cave III-3 Mar09
PNHTA:    †  Top 10 Things One does not say to Pike After he returned from the 1806-7 ExpeditionIII-2 Feb09 ø Pike’s Mtn. passage to Mt. Rosa from Old Stage Rd III-3 Mar09
PNHTA:    †  10 Reasons Pike Brought Only Cotton Clothing I-1 Nov07 ø Powell, Emma Dean III-7 Sept09
PNHTA:    †  10 Reasons You Know You’re a Pike Lover if you I-2 Dec07 ø Powell camp III-7 Sept09
PNHTA:    †  10 Reasons Pike’s gun was bent on his birthday II-6 J-Aug08 ø One Birthday Candle II-8 Oct08
PNHTA:    †  10 Garden Activities to Accomplish on Your Trip to the SW II-2 Feb08 ø Osage Warrior II-7 Sept08
PNHTA:    †  10 Reasons Why Dr. Robinson Wore Purple Socks II-1 Jan08 ø Pawnee hut II-6 J-Aug08
PNHTA:    †  10 Reasons Pike Spent Christmas in Salida II-10 Dec08 ø Pawnee Warrior II-6 J-Aug08
PNHTA:  †  Association Announces Member Campaign II-4 Apr08 ø Pike Memorial Rock- Las Animas CO I-1 Nov07
PNHTA:  †  Association Member Campaign- What membership pays for II-5 May-J08 ø Pike Stockade picture and drawing II-2 Feb08
PNHTA:  †  Association’s Art. of Assoc., Bylaws, etc II-4 Apr08 ø Pike Stockade w/ snow II-3 Mar08
PNHTA:  †  Auto and Non-motorized Routes II-7 Sept08 ø Pike’s grave II-5 May-J08
PNHTA:  †  Camp Independence  from Pike Journal II-8 Oct08 ø Pike’s grave III-6 J-Aug09
PNHTA:  †  Days in State or Providence I-1 Nov07 ø Pikes Peak from the top of Mt. Rosa III-4 Apr09
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #1-  Crossing at what Pass? II-2 Feb08 ø Pike’s sword and scabbard [several] II-3 Mar08
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #1-  Help II-1 Jan08 ø Pike, Lewis & Clark, Daniel Boone, Charles and William Bent II-6 J-Aug08
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #1- Medano, Mosca or La Veta I-2 Dec07 ø Pike, Monty II-3 Mar08
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #2-  Which Red River? II-1 Jan08 ø Pike, Roy II-9 Nov08
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #2- Which Red River? II-2 Feb08 ø Pikes Gulch- Royal Gorge CO I-1 Nov07
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #3-  What maps did Pike see and which ones did he take with him?II-2 Feb08 ø Pikes Peak from the top of Mt. Rosa II-3 Mar08
PNHTA:  †  DISCOVERY Project #4- Which flag did Pike Carry with Him? III-4 Apr09 ø Pikes Peak- from I-25 Air Force Academy CO I-1 Nov07
PNHTA:  †  Dorothy Urban- Movie and Wet Mountain Valley signs II-4 Apr08 ø San Antonio Mtn from Stockade II-5 May-J08
PNHTA:  †  Evolution of Old Glory III-4 Apr09 ø Sangre de Cristo Mtns II-5 May-J08
PNHTA:  †  First Women of Note on Pike’s Life III-7 Sept09 ø State Flags affected by the Pike Expedition III-5 May-J09
PNHTA:  †  Legislative Report #1 III-4 Apr09 ø The Star Spangled Banner Flag III-4 Apr09
PNHTA:  †  Legislation Submitted to Congress III-6 J-Aug09 ø Tecumseh [Battle of Tippecanoe] III-7 Sept09
PNHTA:  †  Mileage in State or Providence I-1 Nov07 ø Website Header III-1 Jan09
PNHTA:  †  Name of Association I-2 Dec07 ø William Henry Harrison [Battle of Tippecanoe] III-7 Sept09
PNHTA:  †  Nonprofit Application for 501 (c)(3) status filed II-4 Apr08 Drawings
PNHTA:  †  Our First Birthday-  501c3 status II-8 Oct08 ø 15 Star; Star, & Spangled Banner Flag II-4 Apr08
PNHTA:  †  Our First Board & Membership Meeting Announcement III-4 Apr09 ø Pike From Bolivia II-4 Apr08
PNHTA:  †  Our First Board & Membership Meeting III-3 Mar09 ø Robinson, Dr. John Hamilton II-1 Jan08
PNHTA:  †  Pike Association Website- zebulonpike.org II-4 Apr08 ø Spanish Flag II-4 Apr08
PNHTA:  †  Pike Association Website- zebulonpike.org II-10 Dec08 Maps
PNHTA:  †  Pike Members & Board Meet at the Royal Gorge III-5 May-J09 ø de Lisle French map of the west II-2 Feb08
PNHTA:  † Pike NHTA Approaches 1st Birthday Accomplishments II-7 Sept08 ø Little Osage River Villages MO II-7 Sept08
PNHTA:  †  Pike’s Time Has Arrived I-1 Nov07 ø Louisiana Territory II-1 Jan08
PNHTA:  † PNHT- The Three Missing Parts II-7 Sept08 ø Mtns. near Mt. Rosa Nov. 27, 1806 III-1 Jan09
PNHTA:  † PNHT- The Three Missing Parts II-9 Nov08 ø Pike Field Map of Camp Independence MO II-8 Oct08
PNHTA:  †  PNHTA Activities- Member Investigative Reception Planned II-4 Apr08 ø Pike [enhanced] Field Map of Mt. Rosa assent III-3 Mar09
PNHTA:  †  PNHTA Association Board I-2 Dec07 ø Pike’s route in central KS II-4 Apr08
PNHTA:  †  PNHTA Membership II-8 Oct08 ø PNHT designated and undesignated [3 missing parts] I-2 Dec07
PNHTA:  †  PNHTA Questionnaire I-1 Nov07 ø PNHT designated and undesignated [3 missing parts] II-7 Sept08
PNHTA:  †  Products-Pike Era Music, Pike NHT Cross Stitch II-1 Jan08 ø Red or Canadian Rivers II-1 Jan08
PNHTA:  †  Purposes of the Pike NHTA II-1 Jan08 ø San Juan Valley- Southern Colorado II-4 Apr08 
PNHTA:  †  Salida Colorado 2009 III-10 Dec09 ø US in 1806 III-5 May-J09
PNHTA:  †  Seeing Pike Gulch Up-side-down II-7 Sept08 ø Wet Mtn Valley CO- 3 Passes I-2 Dec07
PNHTA:  †  SW Exped. Separations from Pike II-5 May-J08 Charts



PNHTA:  †  The SW Pike Route I-1 Nov07 ø Days in State or Providence I-1 Nov07
PNHTA:  †  www.zebulonpike.org Website III-1 Jan09 ø Issues - Mt. Rosa III-5 May-J09
PNHTA:  †  Women in Pike’s Life III-7 Sept09 ø Mileage in State or Providence I-1 Nov07
PNHTA:  †  Zebulon Montgomery Pike’s Lineage III-7 Sept09 ø PNHT- Missing parts by State and Providence II-9 Nov08
Vainley, Allan: † Climbing Mt. Rosa- What Pike Saw II-3 Mar08 ø State Entry to the Union III-4 Apr09
Vainley, Allan: † Due Honor, Giving Zeb His II-2 Feb08 ø State Entry to the Union- date & number III-5 May-J09
Vainley, Allan: † Expedition Persons: Dr. John Hamilton Robinson and Pike II-1 Jan08 ø Wet Mtn Valley- Elevations of 3 Passes II-2 Feb08
Vainley, Allan: † Look at Mt. Rosa II-10 Dec08
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Join or Renew Membership Now! Please consider membership in our organization 
 Level 

 
 Amt. 
 Level Name    Level 

 
 Amt. 
 
 Level Name 
  Student 
 
 $15
 Corporal Jackson
 Small Business

 $75        
 Robinson-Brown-Miller
  Individual
 
 $25
 Sergeant Meek
 Corporation
 
 $200 & up
 Carter-Gordon-Mountjoy-Roy
  Family
 
 $35
 Menaugh-Stout
 Benefactor
 
 $500
 
 Sparks-Daugherty
  Non profit organization $50
 Vasquez-Smith Life
 
 
 $1000
 
 Zebulon Pike

Name ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 I will be able to help with: 

Address ______________________________________________          
 
  ___The Pike Assoc. website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ___Historic/heritage investigation 
Town ________________________ State ___ Zip_____________
 
 
  ___Providing educational opportunities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ___Producing educational materials 
Phone (___)______________________ Cell _________________

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ___  I /we will personally contact legislators for legislative support
e-mail _______________________________________________
  ___  I /we will write letters of legislative support  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ___   I/we would like to help in any way (Assoc. will contact)   
   Contact us:  303/816-7424  harv.pike@gmail.com  Additional gifts are tax deductible.  Make checks payable to: 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pike National Historic Trail   Association

Pike National Historic Trail   Association
10060 Blue Sky Trail      Conifer CO      80433

Please, renew your membership for 2010. 
Membership & Board meeting- April 24, 2010 Royal Gorge  Cañon City Colorado
Discovery Project #5 - How tall was Zebulon Montgomery Pike?

Legislative- Strategy meeting Jan. 4 with Senator Bennet ʼs Washington staff
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