
Pike National Historic Trail 
Association   
Newsletter  May-B 2016 Vol. 10 No. 5B

Part Two- MAY

Celebrating 210 Years-  
The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) celebrated the Bicentennial of Pike’s 1806-7 
Southwest Expedition 10 years ago. One can use our website- zebulonpike.org to recall the 
many activities conducted during 2006.
The Pike National Historic Trail Association became the child of the SFTA. It was formed by 
John Patrick Michael Murphy and our current President. SFTA donated its website and many 
of its leaders including Dr. Leo Oliva and Dr. Clive Siegle volunteered. Others from the 
Bicentennial Committee quickly joined the effort including Zebulon Montgomery Pike, 
Dorothy Urban, and Mike Bandera with Dr. Rev. Roy Escott Pike, Erwin Young, Patrick 
Surrena, Tom Rollings and Rex Rideout.                                                      Bicentennial Liberty Bell & Daffodil

Pike’s Damn’d Rascals- 4 

John Brown BOTH expeditions. Went with Pike, Robinson and Miller to climb Pikes Peak      Tried 
for desertion August 2, 1809, at New Orleans. He had deserted Lt. Wilkinson at Fort Adams November 
21, 1807, and had been absent until June 6, 1809, when he surrendered to Maj. Amos Stoddard at 
Natchitoches. His sentence of corporal punishment was remitted because of voluntary surrender. 
Brown lived in the Cold Water district of St. Louis County, Missouri, for 42 years. When he died at the 

age of 86 his obituary appeared in the Missouri Republican, August 21, 1840. He is believed to be the oldest rascal.
January 24, 1807 Saturday- Pikes Journal  … he [Brown] exclaimed, “that it was more than human nature could bear, to 
march three days without sustenance, through snows three feet deep, and carry burdens only fit for horses” &c.&c.”
“Brown, you this day presumed to make use of language which was seditious and mutinous, … I will pardon, but be assured, 
should it ever be repeated, by instant death, I will revenge your ingratitude and punish your disobedience.”
This was one of a very few instances where Pike had to discipline. Many believe that at the time this occurred Brown was 50 
years old, the oldest on the expedition.

Jacob Carter BOTH expeditions. Detained in New 
Spain and was back in US by the end of 1909    
Enlisted July 27, 1803. He may be the man of this 
name who enlisted February 13, 1810, at Columbian 
Spring, described as a carpenter from Columbia, Va, 

age 39 and 1810
More next month 

‘Which Mountain’  Revisited   Part 9 Series by John 

Patrick Michael Murphy 
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http://citizenexplorer.org/pike-mysteries/which-peak-did-pike-climb/  
CITIZEN EXPLORER: THE LIFE OF ZEBULON PIKE           
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   Pike summited a mountain, but it was not Pikes Peak. Which one was it?             Murphy Which Peak- 9
He drew no map of his climb. Consequently the answer has eluded historians for two-hundred years. Thanks to 
some enterprising researchers, I think we now have an answer. 
The Context
On November 24, 1806, Pike left most of his party at the confluence of Fountain Creek and the Arkansas River, 
near modern Pueblo. He took three of his companions, Dr. John Robinson, Private John Brown, and Private 
Theodore Miller, and headed for Pikes’ Peak, which he called the “Grand Peak,” more than forty miles away. On 
the 26th, they entered the mountains, ascending a drainage near what is now Fort Carson Colorado, south of 
Colorado Springs. They hiked all day, and came to a small cave where they took shelter for the night, and resumed 
their climbed the next day. Within an hour, they reached a summit from which they could see the Grand Peak and 
the plains. Abandoning hope of reaching their goal, they turned around and went back to their party.
The Possibilities
In 1895, the first scholarly editor of Pike’s journals, Elliott Coues, suggested Pike had climbed Cheyenne Mountain, 
the humped promontory rising from southern Colorado Springs, today adorned with communication towers. Pike’s 
first academic biographer, Eugene Hollon agreed in 1949. Although Cheyenne Mountain has since entered regional 
lore as Pike’s terminus, it seems a highly unlikely suspect. Marching from the Arkansas, Pike would have seen 
Cheyenne Mountain as considerably out of his way, an unnecessary detour to the northeast—a path he had already 
eschewed by departing his initial

MAP PIKE DREW OF HIS ROUTE TO THE BASE OF THE MOUNTAINS 
(AVAILABLE AT ZEBULONPIKE.ORG)
northward route along Fountain Creek and instead diagonaling 
northwest to the mountain front. Moreover, Cheyenne Mountain can 
be climbed in a few hours, which does not square with Pike’s 
description of the arduous all-day climb that still did not deliver him 
to the peak.Other scholars have posited Black Mountain or Blue 
Mountain as possibilities, but neither offers a view of Pike’s Peak, 
which Pike said he could see from his summit. The most thorough 
editor of Pike’s journals, Donald Jackson, maintained that this does 
not invalidate Blue Mountain. Blue does offer a view of Almagre 
Mountain, which sometimes resembles Pike’s Peak and which Pike 
might have mistaken for his Grand Peak. This seems unsatisfying, 
however. It relies on the assumption that Pike was in error, an 

assumption for which there is no direct evidence. Pike had been following the peak for eleven days by this point, 
and it would remain in his sights for much of the next month and a half. It is reasonable to believe a man eyeing the 
peak with such interest for so long knew what he was talking about when he said he saw it from the summit of a 
lesser peak. Jackson chartered a plane and traversed the region from the air, which, in his words “proved absolutely 
nothing,” and then threw up his hands and let the mystery stand.
The Best Answer
Inspired by the bicentennial of the western expedition, Pike enthusiasts in Colorado took up the problem with 
renewed vigor in the early twenty-first century. They came up with a highly credible—in my opinion nearly 
certainly correct—answer. Among the first to guess at the answer was Glenn Scott of the USGS, whose 1975 
Historic Trail Maps of the Pueblo 1×2 Quadrangle, Colorado depicted Pike’s route with a question mark. The 
credit for erasing the question mark three decades later goes especially to John Murphy, a retired Colorado Springs 
attorney, who attacked the question as a lawyer—“which mountain had enough evidence to convict it?”Murphy first 
got interested in the question in 1985, when he learned of Scott’s map. He began by climbing peaks from various 
directions, looking for plausible routes and topographical features that matched Pikes descriptions in his journals. 
According to those journals:

http://zebulonpike.org/maps/association-maps/m11pueblograndmtnp26.jpg
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/i930


   The mountain must have a view of both Pikes Peak and the plains;
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• A party of four men in good shape, whose ages vary from 20s to 50s must be able to reach it from a drainage at the 
front of the mountains within the roughly ten hours of daylight available on November 26. But it must take them all 
day to do it;
• It requires at times a “nearly “perpendicular” climb; 
• Somewhere on its slope, it needs to have a cave big enough to sleep four men;
• The cave needs to be about one hour from the summit;
• Pike said it was 15 or 16 miles from Pikes Peak.
   Starting with these clues, Murphy and his companions began climbing the mountains south of Pikes Peak. 
Murphy selected fit hikers, to match Pike’s men, whose march from St. Louis would have left them lean and strong, 
and he scheduled their climbs to replicates the wintry conditions under which the explorers had labored. Climbs by 
Armando Lee, Cody Kreamer, and others ruled out Cheyenne Mountain, Gray Back Peak, Black Mountain, Blue 
Mountain, and Mt. Miller, all of which could be reached in six hours or less and many of which failed other tests 
when compared to Pike’s journals. The one that best fit the distance and difficulty Pike described was Mt. Rosa, at 
11,499 feet in elevation and more than eight hours from the base camp.
   Independently around this same time, Frank Sanders, another diligent and creative Pike enthusiast, approached 
the problem from a different angle. He rotated and scaled the sketch Pike drew of the route from the Arkansas to the 
base of the mountains and overlaid it onto modern topographical maps. And he found a good fit, locating Pike’s 
base camp on Colorado Highway 115 near the mouth of Little Fountain Creek, the same place that Murphy and 
Glenn had guessed. Using U.S. Department of Commerce shadow plots showing sight lines in the area, Sanders 
determined that there are only three summits Pike could have reached from that drainage in one day that also afford 
views of both the plains and Pikes Peak. In ascending order of elevation and proximity to Pikes Peak, they are: San 
Luis Peak, Mount Rosa, and Almagre Mountain. San Luis is too far west. Climbing it would have taken Pike off his 
route toward the Grand Peak, something he does not mention and which there would have been no reason to do. 
Almagre is in the right direction, but it’s a haul. The furthest and highest of the three, it is doubtful Pike could have 
reached it in one day unless he used quite a bit of darkness, which seems unlikely and which he does not mention. 
In addition, Pikes Peak is only three miles as the crow flies from Almagre. Could Pike have mistaken three for 
fifteen?
If Pike had climbed up Little Fountain Creek trying to keep the most direct route toward the Grand Peak, he would 
have reached the slopes of Mount Rosa late in the afternoon. He had not seen Pikes Peak all day. Mount Rosa 
loomed directly in the explorer’s way, an inviting promontory for someone wanting to get a view of the lay of the 
land. Its nearly perpendicular face, however, blocked their assent. They would have started contouring to the east, 
then back to the west to ease the grade.
In January 1999, Murphy and Gary Betchan replicated this route. On the southeast slope, they came to cave, barely 
large enough for four. In July 2001, a team that included Murphy excavated the site under the supervision of 
Colorado College anthropologist Michael Nowak. They found some charcoal that could have been left by Pike, but 
no decisive evidence of early nineteenth-century material culture. Given the extensive twentieth-century uranium 
mining in the area, it is possible that Mt. Rosa once sported other caves since destroyed by human activity.
I’ve retraced the route myself several times on field trips with my students. The funny 
thing is, I turn them loose right when the

CAVE MURPHY FOUND ON THE SLOPE OF MT. ROSA
slope gets especially steep, without telling them about the cave. As they contour back 
and forth, picking what appears to be the easiest upward route, they find the cave 
every time. As Murphy says, “the mountain leads you to it.”
Did Mt. Rosa lead Pike to it? It seems probable. Rosa matches more of the journals’ 
criteria than any other candidate. In fact, at just under eight aerial miles from Pikes 
Peak, Rosa’s fails only one test, Pike’s estimate of fifteen or sixteen miles to the 
Grand Peak. Still, Pike, who was quite accurate in recording how much ground he covered, consistently 
misapprehended aerial distances in his journals. So this seems an easily explainable bit of counter evidence.   



Moreover, Rosa is less off in this regard than Almagre is and does not require Pike to detour inexplicably to climb a 
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peak like San Luis to the west. There is no peak fifteen or sixteen miles south that matches so many of the other 
criteria.
To commemorate Pike’s climb, Murphy, the Colorado Springs Gazette writer Dave Philipps, and others organized a 
climb of Mt. Rosa on November 26, 2006, the bicentennial of Pike’s attempt. The party slept overnight in the cave 
and honored Pike by getting up the next morning and hiking to the Pike’s Peak, finishing what the hungry explorers 
had started two-hundred years before.
Pike in the Press and Media- 
Wet Mountain Tribune 28 Apr. 2016 Article 1 Excerpts from “We Like Pike”
   It was 209 years ago today - April 28, 1807 - and many members of his ill-fated Western expedition party left Chihuahua, 
Mexico after being detained there for nearly a month by the Spanish military.
   In the midst of the month memorable Lewis and Clark expedition, President Jefferson [actually Gen. Wilkinson] dispatched 
Pike and a band of about 20 to discover the headwaters of the Arkansas River, which was the border between the US and 
[New] Spain. It became a comedy of errors.
   Pike, then just 27, and his men left St. Louis in July 1806. After claiming the peak that now bears his name would never be 
ascended, they arrived near present-day Cañon City in early December. They made a wrong turn up 4 Mile Creek and spent 
weeks in the country around present-day Fairplay, Leadville and Salida, returning, to their surprise, to the Cañon City area. … 
they pushed up Grape Creek in early January 1807 through waist-deep snow.
   We made it over Medano Pass - just barely - in late January, and build a stockade, a State historical site, along the Conejos 
River, where they were captured by the Spaniards and taken to Chihuahua for questioning. (it was hardly a hardship; their 
captors fed them well and even threw a few fandangos in their honor.)
   A national organization - the Pike National Historic Trail Association - is meeting in Cañon City this Friday to discuss, among 
other things, the recently established Pike driving/ bicycling/hiking routes that basically follow the original Pike expedition 
route. The expedition spent only about two weeks in the present-day Custer County, but they were among the most 
challenging. Some men, delirious with frostbite and hunger, were left behind.
   Pike, of course, never received the acclaim of his colleagues Lewis and Clark. But as the first US citizen to step foot in the 
Wet Mountain Valley, his is a legacy worthy of commemoration.
Press Release from Peggy Gair, Royal Gorge Bridge and Park PR
   The Colorado State Legislature and Governor John Hickenlooper have now enacted and signed into law, Bill Number 
HB16-1106, the Pioneer Trail vehicle by which the Pike Trail in Colorado, over 670 designated miles, can be realized.  
Involved counties are now able to designate public roads as a section of this pioneer trail.  
Yearly the Pike National Historic Trail Association meets at the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park. This year they will hold its 
annual meeting, Friday, April 29 at 6:30 pm at the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park’s Bighorn Mountaintop Lodge, Cañon City.   
At the front end of the meeting, the group will be honoring those state legislators involved- Senator Kevin Grantham, 
Representative Jim Wilson, and Senator Leroy Garcia along with Linda Balough, Kit Shy, and Brian Pike for their efforts to 
enact HB16-1106.

Please join our Association!
Our Membership chairman is in negotiations with three Colorado corporations to establish partnerships 
and receive financial assistance. Last year an asphalt company joined us with the pledge and a medical 

company funded for two years our smart phone app.
We need you to renew your membership or join for the first time. Click here for a membership form:

http://zebulonpike.org/docs/MembershipBrochure.pdf  

Visit our Facebook page-  ( https://www.facebook.com/pages/PIke-National-Historic-Trail-Association/167853563238403?fref=ts ) 

Coin set available Individual coins- $3  Loose sets of six- $20  Frame sets with pamphlet (Pike’s words and an 
explanation for each coin) $30. Shipping and handling- $ 1.00
The Pike Association’s vinyl decals- The cost is $2.50 each with price breaks at 5, 10, or 25 decals, plus shipping. 

Our next Annual Meeting will be on April 28th 2017 at the Royal Gorge, CO.
© 2016, Pike National Historic Trail Association   Contact: harv.pike@gmail.com  Our Website:  www.zebulonpike.org

Our Purpose: To Establish federal designation of the Pike National Historic Trail  

        We are a Charitable nonprofit organization         Our website is  www.zebulonpike.org                               
“Zebulon Pike was an American hero, a patriot who lived and died for his country.” -Thomas Jefferson                                   
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