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Vol. 2 No 4            Our Purpose: To Establish federal designation of the Pike National Historic Trail.

Association Announces Member Campaign The Pike National Historic Trail Association 
is seeking your membership. In a separate mailing we will send you our Membership Flier.
Membership includes  ∆ The Newsletter ∆ A Member card or certificate ∆ Access to our 
research & documents and ∆ Your Support of our Congressional effort & organizational infancy
Level Amt. Level Name Level Amt. Level Name
Student $15 Corporal Jackson Individual $25 Sergeant Meek
Family $35 Menaugh-Stout Non profit organization $50 Vasquez-Smith
Small Business $75 Robinson-Brown-Miller Corporation $200 & up Carter-Gordon-Mountjoy-Roy
Benefactor $500 Sparks-Daugherty Life $1000 Zebulon Pike 

Two Flags
Pike demonstrated his ability to forthrightly declare 
American control and national honor with the 
Pawnee in southern Nebraska. Two weeks after a 
large Spanish force had hoisted the “standard of 
his Catholic Majesty,” he with 20 men insisted that 
it be replaced with Americaʼs 15 star- red, white 
and blue, now known as the Star Spangled Banner flag.

Pike- “Sept. 29th. Held our grand council with the Pawnees, at which were present not less than 400 warriors the circumstances of 
which were extremely interesting. ... that the Spaniards had left several of their flags in this village one of which was unfurled at the 
chiefʼs door....I again reiterated the demand for the flag, adding ʻthat it is impossible for the nation to have two fathers; that they 
must either be the children of the Spaniards, or acknowledge their American father.ʼ 
After a silence of some time an old man rose, went to the door, took down the Spanish flag, brought it and laid it at my feet; he 
received the American flag and elevated it on the staff which had lately borne the standard of his Catholic Majesty. This gave great 
satisfaction to the Osage and Kans, both of whom decidedly avow themselves to be under American protection.”
He had the good sense to return the “contested colors” about which “there was a general shout of 
applause,” ... “but with an injunction that it never be hoisted again during our stay.” ... “I did not wish to 
embarrass them with the Spaniards,” ...

The Pike NHT Association Votes
The Advisory Board and Officers of the Pike National Historic Trail Association indicated approval of the 
Associationʼs Articles of Association, Bylaws and Conflict of Interest Policy on April 15th. Officers and the 
Board were also approved to serve until the first membership meeting tentatively planned in October in 
Cañon City Colorado.
Association documents (mentioned above) will be available in pdf form on the website, as a part of the 
Member Packet, and at the 1st Member meeting.
Sixth Month Report Available     The Associationʼs Sixth Month Report  is available on request.

Pike Association Website- Being Prepared
Home Page-  We will use original Pike Field maps and Nau Maps in the design of our home page. We will work with 
educators, scholars and interpreters to provide an outstanding resource. Santa Fe Trail Association Bicentennial 
materials will be included with the authors consent. Educators will have their needed access. We intend to endeavor to 
add to the resources available, and upgrade materials with the approval of the authors.
Further, several of the PNHT Associationʼs pictures and maps, Pike Field map overlays, site and route work with the 
National Park Service (as it develops), Newsletters, etc. will be added. Our desire is to continue to provide excellent 
educational experiences that SFTA initiated.
Dorothy Urban‘s Help
The Association is collecting the evidence for our federal legislation effort which demonstrates efforts to mark, 
commemorate, and interpret Pike 1806-7 Expedition sites and accomplishments. Among multiple documents from 
Silver Cliff CO, Dorothy has sent, comes this -- Blue Mountain Movie- The movie can be purchased from John 
Henry Johnson; 3730 Canterberry Lane; Pueblo, Colorado; Phone 1-719-564-7924. $24.95 PLUS SHIPPING
Silver Cliffʼs Pike effort continues-- Beginning Apr. 26th, numbers of commemorative markers will be installed in the 
Wet Mountain Valley.
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John Murphy’s Corner       Pikeʼs Hardest Day       Wet Mtn. Val.- Grape Creek 
On January 14, 1807, Pike was ready to leave today’s Cañon City, Colorado for the second time. He and his 
15 men had been there a month before, only to do a long loop to the north, roughly between today’s Cripple 
Creek and Guffey, then over the south side of 39 Mile Mountain into the waters of the Platte. They had 
explored South Park, crossed back to Arkansas waters near today’s Johnson Corner, south of Buena Vista. 
Here Pike and 2 men explored the river's headwaters near Twin Lakes, and then rejoined the men near Nathop. 
Down Browns Canyon they came to today’s Salida. Then they proceeded back to the Royal Gorge and Cañon City. They 
had starved and were pained by the frost of the mountains but all the men, at least remained intact.  That would all change 
when Pike left 2 men to care for the broken and battered horses at Cañon City, and left with 13 men and no horses to 
explore south. They would soon have their hardest day.
     They left Cañon City and went overland; roughly following today’s Temple Canyon road and camped at Grape Creek a 
few miles south of its mouth at the Arkansas River. On the 15th they marched a short day, and a long one the next. That 
brought them to Jan. 17, 1807, their hardest day. That morning they shouldered their 70 pound packs & started upstream, 
and after what Pike estimates as 4 miles, for the first time since leaving the Arkansas River they could see today’s Sangre 
De Cristo mountains. “We now left the creek on the north of us, and bore away more east, to a low place in the mountains.” 
     Taking Pike at his word, we know exactly where he is. From Temple Canyon all the way up Grape Creek, not one of the 
Sangre de Cristo mountains can be seen—not until the creek winds around to the mouth of Johnson Gulch, a few miles 
below the De Weese reservoir.  Pike said, “We now left the creek,” and it can only be here at Johnson Gulch. They passed 
the Bull Domingo Hills, Round Mountain, near Westcliffe and Silver Cliff, and struggling through the snow, they realized they 
were in trouble. It was late in the winter afternoon. They were freezing on that side of the valley and they saw no water or 
firewood. But over on the other side of the valley to the west, the skirts of the Sangres came down into the valley with 
millions of trees and a half dozen creeks to slake their shivering and thirst. Pike and his men made a bee line for the 
closest firewood that had water. They crossed Grape Creek in the dark and all had their feet soaked.  After a 12 hour day 
they finally came to the trees that offered them warmth.
     That night they discovered that  9 men were frostbitten. Two of them would not be able to proceed, and another would 
only be able to march without his pack. He too would have to be left a week later. They stayed here on Horn Creek for 5 
days while they hunted and gathered a huge supply of firewood for the two who stay behind. They had great hardships and 
a blizzard ahead of them but no day was as hard on them as January 17, 1807 in the Wet Mountain Valley of Colorado.  
     Today one can line oneself up south of Westcliffe in the Rosita Hills and see where Grape Creek comes toward your 
direction while you look across the Wet Mountain Valley. Here, pretending to be Pike, ask yourself, “Where are the closest 
trees? “ The answer for you, as it was for Pike, is Horn Creek. Pike had to save his men and the treed mountains seemed 
deceptively close.  They sill had hours to tramp through the snow and cold, and south was not his immediate goal-- it was 
trees.  The closest trees, those that come farthest into the valley are on Horn Creek, today and in Pike’s day. I visited the 
Canda family at their ranch southwest of Westcliffe, which is on the very end of the treed portion of Horn Creek. They 
verified that this location produced large trees 200 years ago, as it does today. One Ponderosa that was recently felled 
was shoulder high as it lay on the ground. A five foot tree ring reveals more than 300 years of growth. It was a hundred 
years old when Pike passed by. I told them of my theory that they were on the grounds that saved Pike and his men. I told 
them that it was not just the trees and water of their ranch, but also the game, for Pike reported they were saved from 
starvation by him killing a buffalo that kept them from starving. Looks of family members went from me to their fireplace 
chimney. There was a buffalo skull found by an ancestor as he plowed a field on the ranch not far from where we sat. Their 
gaze silenced me while it sunk in--that skull could be the very buffalo that saved the Pike expedition.
     It was also a fine moment when they told me that they were visited by a historian from Monte Vista named Dr. Jack 
Cooper. Dr. Cooper had been tracing Pike from the south to the north, while I had been doing the reverse. Neither knew of 
the work of the other. Soon we would become friends and have field trips together. We both appreciated the other for 
independently coming to the same conclusions on many of Pike’s suspected camp sites. Dr. Jack Cooper died last year 
while he struggled to finish his excellent work, Zebulon Montgomery Pike’s Great Western Adventure 1806-1807 by Jack 
Kyle Cooper.      John Patrick Michael Murphy

From Cochabamba Bolivia  Solan, who lives in Cochabamba 
Bolivia sent us this drawing “Pike on His Horse.”  The original is 
PRICELESS.
Lt. Pike Adds to His Achievements    Dec 24th. “ ... In this 
voyage I had already ascertained the sources of the [Little] 
Osage and White [Neosho] rivers, been round the head of the 
Kans river [i.e., above the confluence of its Smokey Hill and 
Republican forks], and on the headwaters of the [South] 
Platte.” At this point we can now add the Arkansaw.
Expedition Resumed- October 7-18, 1806 Pawnee Village 
NE to Great Bend KS   by Leo Oliva
Pike followed what he called the "Spanish trace" over the area from the Pawnee Village to Great Bend on the 
Arkansas, and he lost the Spanish trace after crossing the Smoky Hill River. I have a theory as to why he 
never picked up the Spanish trace until he was west of present day Larned, where Spanish Lt. Melgares 
left a portion of his army when he made the dash up to the Pawnee Village. I'm certain that Melgares, who 
had guides, went north from that camp site west of Larned and then east to pick up the Pawnee Trail and 
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Oliva Continued-  returned the same way. Pike spent several days trying to 
find any sign of the Spanish trace, but he could not because it wasn't where 
he was looking (it was farther west). Even though he went up Pawnee Fork 
a few miles from its mouth in his search, he didn't go far enough. After his 
party split near present Great Bend, they headed west along the Arkansas 
River where they picked up the Spanish trace again at the site of Melgares' 
camp site.  
In some cases it is now impossible to pin down the exact location of Pike's 
camps (one can only be close--in some cases perhaps a few yards and in 
others perhaps within a quarter mile).

           Pikeʼs route in central Kansas (red)

Member Investigative Reception Planned
One of the PNHTA activities for members, mentioned in our application for 
federal nonprofit status, is an Investigative reception at the Pike Christmas 
site in Salida, complete with an appropriate Pike Christmas gift. 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike, Jr. [aka Monty; Captain Pike (retired); the Great, 
great, great grandnephew of the “Pike man”] and the Association will be 
announcing this activity. Association members will evaluate several possible, 
Christmas sites, and come to a consensus. Zebulon and Dr. Robinson may 
visit visit us. (No pre birthday presents for Lt. Pike are expected.)
Here is one clue regarding the gift we will share with you- Dec 24th “The partyʼs provisions extended only to the 23rd, 
and their orders were not to halt until they killed some game, and then wait for us; ... About eleven oʼclock met Dr. Robinson on a 
prairie, who informed me that he and Baroney had been absent from the party two days without killing anything, also without eating; 
but that overnight they had killed four buffaloes, and that he was in search of the men. I suffered the two lads [Miller and Mountjoy] 
with me to go to the camp where the meat was, as we had also been nearly two days without eating. The doctor and myself pursued 
the trace and found them encamped on the river-bottom. Sent out horses for the meat. Shortly afterward Sparks arrived and 
informed us he had killed four cows. Thus, from being in a starving condition, we had eight beeves in our camp.” Merry Christmas

Nonprofit  Application (1023 for 501 (c)(3) status) filed
This excerpt from our federal application for nonprofit status shows some of the current thinking for member 
activities. The timing and plan for these activities remains tentative, however, some from Colorado Springs have 
requested places for the hikes. We are in need of planners and more ideas.
“b) The Association is seeking to begin making various Pike sites known to the public and its potential membership.
Each activity below is meant to collect more information, provide field experiences which investigates various 
aspects of Pike’s Southwest Expedition.
1. Hike in the spring (2008 or 2009) from Wye Campground (CO) to top of Mt. Rosa (and perhaps on to the top of Pikes Peak) led by 
Pike route experts,
2. Backpacking trip Wolf Spring Ranch (Wet Mtn Valley (CO)) over Medano Pass to Great Sand Dunes National Park across Mosca 
Pass back to the Ranch (spring 2008),
3. Field trip to the Santa Maria Ranch in South Park CO near Arthurs (near Fairplay CO) where the most northern CO Pike 
encampment possibly exists.
4. Pike learning camps possibly at 

a) Turkey Creek Ranch- Fort Carson CO, and 
b) Bent's Old Fort/Boggsville led by Carson and Pike experts,

5. Reception at the Pike Christmas Encampment in Salida CO, possibly with the Great great great grandnephew of Zebulon Pike,
6. Pike's ride up Pike's Gulch in the Royal Gorge (CO)- staff at Royal Gorge- Summer (2008 or 2009).
7. Membership Meeting and Field Trips in Cañon City CO in the Fall 2008.”

Southbound to St Afee
Don “Ignacio Sotelo traveled north out of Santa Fe, New Mexico through Espanola, Ojo Caliente and 
Tres Piefras to the San Luis Valley of Colorado on the West Fork of the North Branch of the Old 
Spanish Trail. He returned Pike and his men by the same route.” Kessler, Ron, Old Spanish Trail North Branch 
and its Travelers, Santa Fe NM, Sunstone Press, 1998, p. 66.
 Chris Youngs and the editor, on a crisp Tuesday morning, traveled the 13.5 miles south of 
Alamosa, to take pictures of Pikeʼs Stockade in the snow (see the March Newsletter.) At the gate, 
Chris pointed out San Antonio Mountain some 32 miles distant. He said, “Pike and his men (Jacob 
Carter, William Gordon, Hugh Menaugh, John Mountjoy, Alexander Roy,and Freegift Stout) were brought by the Spanish.
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 Southbound to St Afee-continued  to the west 
side of San Antonio Mountain.” 
I asked, when we got to the Stockade grounds, “Where 
did the Spanish come from?” 
He said from the east side of Sierro del Ojito (the hill one 
sees just to the south of the Stockade.) “Soteloʼs men 
were out hunting over toward the Rio Grande. Pikeʼs 
lookout heard the shots.  They were out hunting.”
“Looking at the lay of the land Pike came directly here 
from the Zapota Creek area below [Mt.]Blanca?”
“He probably saw the steam coming off the hot springs 
at McIntire Spring.” 13.5 mi Alamosa (A)

      and the Pike Stockade (B)
“So Pike came from the Northeast and left to the 
Southwest.” “Right.”
Pike- “Feb. 26th. In the morning was apprized of the approach of 
strangers by the report of a gun from my lookout guard.

Pike Route and Camps     Immediately afterward two Frenchmen arrived. ... They informed
Green West route       me that his Excellency, Governor Allencaster, had heard it 
Red East route around    was the intention of the Utah Indians to attack me; and detached
San Antonio Mtn. NM          an officer with 50 dragoons to come out and protect me; ... shortly

      the party came into sight. ... I thought it most proper to send out 
the two Frenchmen to inform the commanding officer that it was my request he should leave his 
party in the small copse of woods where he halted, and that I would meet him myself in the 
prairie...This I did, with my sword on me only. I was then introduced to Don Ignatio Saltelo. ... ʻSir, 
the governor of New Mexico, being informed you had missed your route, ordered me to offer you, 
in his mane, mules, horses, money, or whatever you might stand in need of to conduct you to the 
head of Red river; ... and we have guides and the routes of the traders to conduct us.ʼ
ʻWhat,ʼ said I, interrupting him, ʻis not this the Red river?ʼ
ʻNo, Sir!  The Rio del Norte.ʼ
I immediately ordered my flag to be taken down and rolled up, feeling how sensibly I had 
committed myself in entering their territory, ...”
The seven left on that day with Lt. Sotelo on that Thursday.
Jeremiah Jackson and John Brown were left at the Stockade with some Spanish troops to await 
the rescued and rescuers.
William Meek and Theodore Miller were send out on February 18th to rescue Thomas Daugherty        San Antonio Mtn NM  (lower left) 
and John Sparks at Horn Ck.; and Baronet Vasquez and Patrick Smith in Cañon City. Great Sand Dunes National Pk. 

(Upper right)
Google maps

Join Now!  Before this announcement 4 have joined  3 Life members with a $300 contribution.
Name ______________________________ I will be able to help with: 

Address ____________________________           ___The Pike Assoc. website
___Historic/heritage investigation 

Town _______________ State ___ Zip_____ ___Providing educational opportunities
___Producing educational materials 

Phone (___)_____________ Cell _______________
 I /we will write letters of legislative support Yes ___ 

email _______________________________   I/we would like to help (Assoc. will contact) Yes ___     
 (Newsletter is usually sent as email attachment or soon posted on the Website)

Make checks payable to: 

Pike National Historic Trail   Association   10060 Blue Sky Trail      Conifer CO      80433


